
walking
in remembrance

25 years later
A PILGRIMAGE OF PRAYER, HOPE, & HEALING



our journey in faith

Twenty-five years later, we gather to honor 
those we lost, remember those who served, 

pray for those who still suffer, and carry forward 
a message of peace.

1- ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH
9511 4th ave 

2- ST. EPHREM CHURCH
929 bay ridge pkwy

3- OUR LADY OF ANGELS CHURCH
7320 4th ave

4- XAVERIAN HIGH SCHOOL
7100 shore rd

5- AMERICAN VETERANS MEMORIAL PIER
bay ridge ave and shore rd
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ST. PATRICK’S

We begin with St. Patrick’s nearly 100-year-old monstrance, 
redesigned in tribute to the victims of September 11. Here, we 

remember the first responders who ran toward danger — and 
the faith that sustained a city in the aftermath.

PRAYER
God of courage and strength, we remember the firefighters, po-
lice officers, EMTs, chaplains and rescue workers who answered 
the call on September 11. We honor those who gave their lives 

and those who continue to carry the wounds of their service. 
Bless all who protect and serve, and may their courage inspire 

us to serve one another.

Lord, hear our prayer.
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first responders

ST. EPHREM
victims & 9/11 illnesses

Before Christ cradling the Twin Towers, we remember the parish-
ioners who died on September 11 and those still suffering from its 

lasting effects.

PRAYER
God of mercy, comfort those who continue to suffer from the 

wounds of September 11. We entrust the members of this parish and 
all who died to your loving care. May they rest in eternal peace.

Lord, hear our prayer.



OUR LADY OF ANGELS

In front of the World Trade Center steel beam shaped as a 
cross, we remember those who survived and the Bay Ridge 

residents whose names are memorialized here.

PRAYER
God of healing, be near all those who survived September 11 and 
those who continue to carry its memories. Comfort those who 

lost loved ones and heal wounds both seen and unseen. May 
this cross remind us that even in suffering, your love remains.

Lord, hear our prayer.
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the survivors

XAVERIANthe children & legacy
At the Wall of Remembrance and eternal flame, we remember  

the alumni who died in the World Trade Center attack and the 
heroes who emerged from the Xaverian community.

PRAYER
God of hope, bless the children and generations whose lives were 

changed by September 11. May the stories of those we lost never 
fade. Help us pass their legacy of courage, service and love to 

those who come after us, and guide us toward peace.

Lord, hear our prayer.





We conclude by overlooking Lower Manhattan with  
candles lit and roses in hand. we remember the fallen 

and place our hopes for peace into God's hands.

FINAL PRAYER
As we come to the end of this journey, we pause to 

remember all we have seen, all we have heard, and all 
those whose lives were changed forever.

We remember those who died that day, those who gave 
their lives serving others, those who survived, and the 
families and communities who have carried their loss 

for twenty-five years.

Lord, receive them into your eternal embrace.
Comfort those who still grieve. Strengthen those who 
still suffer. Heal the hearts that continue to carry the 

wounds of September 11.

As we release these roses into the water, may each one 
represent a life remembered, a name never forgotten, 

and a prayer for every family who continues to
carry their loss.

May the water carry these roses and our prayers  
toward the place where so many lives were taken.

May the candles we carried remind us that light can 
overcome darkness.

May the crosses we saw remind us that love can endure 
even in the face of unimaginable loss.

VETERANS PIER
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unity & peace



And may we remember — not with hatred, but with love; 
not with fear, but with faith; not with division, but 

with unity.

Lord, help us carry this memory forward. Let the lives 
we remember today inspire us to choose compassion 
over anger, understanding over division, and peace 

over hatred.

May we remember those we lost.
May we honor those who served.

May we stand with those who still suffer.
And may we work together for a world where peace is 
stronger than hatred and love is stronger than fear.

We place these roses, these prayers, and these memories 
into your hands.

May those we lost rest in eternal peace.
May their memory always be a blessing.

And may their light continue to shine.

Amen.



acknowledgements
Thank you to the pastors who welcomed us, 
opened their doors and helped us remember.  

To the parishioners who shared their stories, their 
memories and their prayers. And to the friends of 

The Tablet who walked alongside us today.

Twenty-five years later, we know that remembering  
is not simply looking back. It is a promise —  

to honor those we lost, to stand with those who  
still grieve, and to make sure their stories are  

never forgotten.


