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BAYSIDE — Some 10,000 men, women, and children 
were martyred in Korea for their Christian faith in the 
18th and 19th centuries, including 103 Catholics canon-
ized together in 1984 by St. John Paul II. Among them is 
the first Korean Catholic priest, St. Andrew Kim Taegon, 
who was tortured and beheaded at age 25 in 1846. 

The Korean Catholic community from four parishes 
in the Diocese of Brooklyn honored the martyrs on their 
feast day, Sept. 20, during a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Robert Brennan. An estimated 200 people filled St. Rob-
ert Bellarmine Parish in Bayside for the Mass, which also 
celebrated the parish’s 30th anniversary of serving Kore-
an Catholics. 

Father Paul Kim, parochial vicar for Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament Church in Bayside, coordinates the 
Korean Apostolate for the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

“They’re great role models for us,” Father Kim said 
about the martyrs. “We’re taught that 
sometimes our lives are demanded 

of us. It’s just following the Gos-
pel — Jesus calling us.” 

The other parishes that 
form the apostolate are St. 

Paul Chong Ha-Sang in Flush-
ing, Holy Spirit in Borough Park, 

and St. Raphael in Long 
Island City. 

Bishop Brennan 
recalled a recent dis-
cussion with Father 
John Hwang, the dio-
cese’s master of cere-
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