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bishops for the Greek Catholic Church, which this year drew 
some 47 Ukrainian Greek Catholic bishops from all over the 
world to Rome to discuss the theme, “Communion and unity 
in the life and testimony of the Ukrainian Church today.”

The synod, which took place after a two-day meeting be-
tween Ukrainian bishops and Vatican officials in July, was fo-
cused on deepening the identity of the Ukrainian Greek Cath-
olic Church, its unity with the pope and the Latin rite. 

Speaking to journalists, Archbishop Shevchuck stressed 
that the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is not a “regional 
church,” but universal, with members around the world, many 
of whom have never been to Ukraine and do not speak the 

language. He underlined the importance of 
unity with Rome, noting that this relation-
ship is something for which many of his pre-
decessors gave their lives.

“Our martyrs are martyrs of unity with 
the church,” he said, insisting that this be 
remembered in ongoing discussions. “Our 
communion with the pope,” he added, is not 
“for convenience of politics or pragmatics,” 
but is “a question of our faith.”

“Ukraine is a large country, but we are the 
poorest country in Europe,” he said, noting 

that this is in large part due to the conflict with Russian sepa-
ratists, which so far has caused a humanitarian crisis in Europe 
“bigger than World War II.”

Referring to the repeated invitations for Pope Francis to visit 
Ukraine, which many of the county’s Greek Catholic bishops 
believe would lead to an end in violent war with Russian sep-
aratists in the country’s eastern region, Archbishop Shevchuk 
said they extended yet another plea for a visit during the synod.

“On our side, there is a great desire for this visit,” Shevchuk 
said, explaining that Francis’s constant attention to the poor, 
to the environment and his desire to bring peace “give us hope 
that one day we will see him among us in Ukraine.”

Pope Francis greets Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, at the Vati-
can Sept. 2. The 47 bishops of the Ukrainian Rite met the pope during their synod. (Photo: CNS/Vatican Media)

Harris is the Senior Correspondent for Crux in Rome, covering the 
Vatican and the global Church. Follow her on Twitter @eharris_it
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BROOKLYN Neighborhood Date Time Event Contact

St. Edmund’s Church Sheepshead Bay 9/21 7:30 p.m. 10th Annual Triduum in Honor of Padre Pio of Pietrelcina on Sept. 21 - 23. Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, novena prayers, guest speaker, veneration of his relics and Anointing of the sick Sacrament.

718-743-0102

St. Bernard Catholic Academy Mill Basin 9/21 10 a.m. Defensive Driving Course, Sept. 21, 10 a.m. $50/person. 718-965-7375

St. Dominic's Bensonhurst 9/21 9 a.m. Indoor Flea Market from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 718-259-4636

St. Boniface Downtown Brooklyn 9/22 11:15  a.m. Homecoming Sunday celebrating Brother Mark Paul's diaconate ordination at the Oratory parishes after 
the 11:15 a.m. Mass.

718-875-2096

Divine Mercy Parish Williamsburg 9/27 7 p.m. The Franciscan Friars of the Renewal and the K of C Lexington Council present the documentary 
“Outcasts” in St. Francis of Paola Auditorium. Tickets: $10 before, $12 at door.

718-387-0256

Good Shepherd Marine Park 9/29 10 a.m. Sunday at the Movies, Sept. 29, following 10 a.m. Mass. The movie will be “How Green Was My Valley” in 
Good Shepherd Academy Auditorium. Father James Devlin will lead a brief discussion after film.

718-998-2800

Our Lady of Grace Gravesend 9/29 1 p.m. “Food Meets Fashion” show in Father Cutrone Gym. 1 - 4 p.m. $35/adult. Food, raffles, fashion. 718-627-2020

Our Lady of Angels Bay Ridge 9/30 7:30 p.m. Men’s Book Club ‘’The Tattooist of Auschwitz’’ by Heather Morris, in the Monsignor Cavanagh Room. 718-836-7200

Resurrection Church Gerritsen Beach 10/3 7 p.m. Rosary For Life’s annual Mass will honor Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio and Michael Fontana. Enrollment in 
Our Lady’s Brown Scapular to follow. Celebrant: Aux. Bishop Raymond Chappetto and special homilist.

718-377-6920

Our Lady of Miracles Flatbush 10/5 7 p.m. 85th Birthday Celebration for retired Auxiliary Bishop Guy Sansaricq. 7 - 11 p.m. Honoring Sister Marie 
Elza Valery and Father Gustave Miracle. $100/tickets. 

631-889-0664

QUEENS Neighborhood Date Time Event Contact

Immaculate Conception Church Jamaica Estates 9/21 7 p.m. Free Will  "Broadway Musical" songs with Mariel Pacific and pianist Naoko Aita in the Upper Church. 
Offerings to benefit parish. Refreshments to follow.

718-739-0880

St. Raphael's Church Long Island City 9/21 12 p.m. St. Raphael storytelling in church basement to commemorate parish's 150th anniversary. 718-729-8957

St. Sebastian Church Woodside 9/21 10 a.m. "The Eucharist in Scripture" six-part video series from Catholic theologian Scott Hahn. 646-734-8958

Holy Child Jesus Church Richmond Hill 9/21 12 p.m. Annual Block Party. 12 p.m. until late. Food, music, rides and games. Fun for all ages. 718-847-1860

St. Pancras Church Glendale 9/22 4 p.m. Bilingual Mass in honor of Padre Pio. Celebrant: Auxiliary Bishop Paul Sanchez. Procession to follow. 
Refreshments will be served in Pfeiffer Hall after procession.

718-821-2323

St. Clare Church Rosedale 9/26 7:30 p.m. Charismatic Renewal’s “Healing Power of Jesus” Life in the Spirit Seminar. Celebrant: Father M. Pancali. 718-377-4101

St. Josaphat Bayside 9/26 8:30 a.m. Casino trip to SANDS in Bethlehem, Pa. Leave from 210 Street and 35 Ave. Cost. $30. 917-921-7631

St. Anastasia Parish Douglaston 9/27 7 p.m. ‘‘Mercy Time’’ Retreat for the Hispanic community on Sept. 27 from 7 - 10 p.m. and Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. by Colombian Bishop Julio Garcia and Panamanian speaker Juan Carlos Salcedo. $20 donation.

Maria Elisa
718-683-6070

Our Lady of the Cenacle Richmond Hill 9/28 7 a.m. Trip to Lancaster, P.A. Sight and Sound Theater to watch “JESUS.” Cost: $140/person. 917-796-2643

Holy Family Church Fresh Meadows 9/28 2 p.m. Sixth Year Line Dancing Anniversary at the school hall. Theme: Black and White. $15 entry. 917-362-3946

Ss. Joachim and Anne Queens Village 9/28 7 p.m. Father Nixon Jean Francois’ 45th Birthday. Dinner and dance celebration until midnight. $90/person. 718-465-0124

St. Raphael’s Church Long Island City 9/29 12 p.m. Parish’s 150th Anniversary Mass. Celebrant: Auxiliary Bishop Octavio Cisneros. 718-729-8957

Our Lady of the Snows N. Floral Park 9/29 12:30 p.m. San Lorenzo Ruiz Feast. 12:30 p.m. Mass. Light lunch and raffle drawings to follow in St. Joseph Hall. 
Proceeds benefit parish.

718-347-6070

Around the
DIOCESE

Diocesan Events
>> Working Our Way Through Grief is a seven-week 
bereavement program by St. Francis De Sales Church, Belle 
Harbor. “A Journey from Grief to Healing for People Coping 
with the Loss of a Loved One” takes place Tuesdays – 
Sept. 24 - Nov.5, from 7:30 - 9 p.m. For registration, call 
Virginia Clark 718-474-2308; Diane Erhard 718-474-8041; 
or Maryanne Ford 845-401-3751.

>> 150th Anniversary Celebration for St. Patrick’s 
Church in Long Island City
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 11 a.m. The homilist will be Msgr. Jamie 
Gigantiello. Gala Dinner Dance at Riccardo’s by the Bridge, 
Astoria from 1 – 6 p.m.  Adults: $85. For ticket sales, 
contact the rectory 718-729-6060 ext. 10.

Upcoming Pilgrimages 
>> SEPTEMBER 28
National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 
Washington, N.J. with Our Lady of the Snows, N. Floral 
Park. Mass, confessions, full breakfast, snacks, lunch and 
more. $75/person. Call 718-347-6070.

>> OCTOBER 12-13
“Walking With The Saints” National Shrine of the 
North American Martyrs, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Church 
of St. Marianne Cope with St. Thomas Aquinas, Flatlands. 
$250. Call 718-253-4404.

>> OCTOBER 21 – 25
QUEBEC with Queens Deanery #5: American 
Martyrs, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, St. Gregory the Great, St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Holy Family, St. Kevin, St. Anastasia, Our Lady 
of the Snows, St. Josaphat. $968. Call 516-867-8747.

>> NOVEMBER 13
10 Days in the Holy Land, with Fr. John Mendonca and 
Our Lady of the Angelus. $3,198. Call 718-897-4444.

FEAST OF OUR LADY 
OR VELANKANNI
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
Queens Village celebrated the 
birthday of Our Blessed Mother 
and the Feast of Our Lady of 
Velankanni with a novena that 
started Aug. 31. The last day of 
the novena was Sept. 8, which 
included a big feast with Mass, 
procession, and a community 
sharing of international foods. 
Auxiliary Bishop Raymond Chap-
petto concelebrated with Indian 
and Tamil priests.  
(Photo: Anthony Gonsalves)


