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Use Your Voice, Rock the Vote

You’ve done all you’re supposed to
do - you’ve completed your classes,
you’re getting your diploma, you’ve
enrolled in college - but have you 
registered to vote? If you are 18 years
old and a U.S. citizen, you should be
exercising your right and making your
voice heard in the voting booth.
There are three simple ways to reg-

ister: Call the New York State Board of
Elections hotline at 1-800-FOR-VOTE

to request a voter application or go to
vote.nyc.ny.us to register online and find
more information.
You will start managing your

finances and taking charge of your edu-
cation and career. Even if you’re going
away to college, you can cast an absentee
ballot for any elections that take place
when you’re away from home.  It’s your
right to vote as an American. 
Use your voice, rock the vote!

At The Catholic University of America's May 2017 commencement ceremo-
ny, Peggy Noonan, columnist for the Wall Street journal and former speechwriter
for President Ronald Regan, gave graduates a simple piece of advice: Read books.
“I humbly urge you to embark on a lifelong relationship with a faithful com-

panion who will always help you and sometimes delight you – who will never
desert you, who will make you smarter, and wiser, who will always be by your side
and enlighten you all the days of your life,” Noonan said, “I am talking about:
books.”
“If you seek a happy and interesting life, one of depth, meaning and accom-

plishment, you must read books,” she continued.
Noonan commented on what she saw during the 2016 presidential campaign

trail. Among the young politicians and journalists she met, “it became clear in long
conversations that they’ve received most of what they know about history and the
meaning of things through screens,” she said.
“I know this: If you cannot read deeply you will not be able to think deeply.

If you cannot think deeply you will not be able to lead well. And all of you deep
down, in whatever areas and whatever ways, hope to lead,” Noonan said.
“So, unplug and read every day,” she said.
“Read and be taken away in a way that enriches, that strengthens, that makes

you smarter, more serious, more worthy,” she said. “Civilization depends on it.”
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