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served as a Capuchin at St. Agnes parish,
Broken Arrow, Okla.

Incardinated into the Brooklyn
Diocese in 1984, he was an assistant at St.
Mary Star of the Sea, Far Rockaway until

1993. In 1994, Father Meszaros was later
appointed as pastor of St. Stanislaus Bishop
and Martyr, Ozone Park, where he served
until 2008 when he retired with senior
priest status. He currently resides at St.
Josaphat’s Rectory, Bayside.

Father James Barry, C.P., will cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of ordination as
a Passionist priest at a Mass of thanksgiving
with his classmates on Wednesday, June 26,
at Immaculate Conception Monastery,
Jamaica Estates.

He was ordained a priest of the
Passionists Order on May 30, 1969 at St.
Michael’s Church, Union City, N.J., by
Bishop Edgerton Clark from Jamaica, West
Indies.

Born in Manhattan, he ministered for

many years with teens at St. Gabriel’s
Retreat Center, Shelter Island, L.I.  He also
has served as a parish priest, religious supe-
rior, and director of students.  

For the past 22 years, he was a chap-
lain at Lutheran General Hospital, Park
Ridge, Ill.

Currently in residence at the
Passionist Monastery in Jamaica, he assists
with AA retreats and is a chaplain at sever-
al convents. His interests include wood
working, biking and canoeing.

50 Years a Passionist Priest
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Golden Jubilarians

WASHINGTON (CNS) – The new crop
of priests being ordained this year had a wide
variety of careers before discerning a call to
priesthood, according to a new report issued
by the Center for Applied Research in the
apostolate.

Education was the top career choice of
ordinands at 11 percent – more than twice
any other field.

Some reported entirely different career
endeavors.

“I spent five years playing guitar in a
punk rock band that toured the country and
recorded albums,” said Patrick Klekas of the
Diocese of Reno, Nev. Klekas’ band was called
the Girlfriend Season. In a 2010 interview
with his hometown newspaper, the Elko
Daily Free Press, he said, “We’re hoping to get
to a point where we can do this full time.”
Klekas will be doing something else full time
instead.

“I have a deep love of astronomy and
that the study of the night sky helped lead me
to baptism and faith in God at age 20,” said
Dean Marshall of the Diocese of Sacramento,
Calif., on a vocations webpage for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“I was a pole vaulter at a Division I uni-
versity,” said Derik Peterman of the
Archdiocese of Detroit. “I try to keep involved
with the sport by coaching and competing.”

“I once drove a taxicab – before Uber or
Lyft – on the weekends while holding a full-

time job during the week,” said Timothy
Kalange, who will be ordained a Benedictine
priest.

“I was a dental assistant before I entered
the seminary. I have traveled to 15 different
countries,” said Charles Moat Jr., who will be
ordained for the Society of the Divine Word.
“I was a member of the United States Air
Force Honor Guard, where I participated in
the inauguration of President George W. Bush
and the funeral of President Ronald Reagan.”

Then, there are the more circuitous
paths to the priesthood. Said Stephen Buting
of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee: “I never
altar served as a youth and was terrified of lec-
toring at Mass.”

With data collected annually for the past
20 years, some comparisons between then
and now can be made by CARA, which is
housed at Georgetown University in
Washington.

The average age of ordinands who
responded to the 1999 survey was 36. Over
the past 20 years, that has trickled downward
to 33. The youngest ordinand responding to
this year’s survey was born in 1994; the oldest
was born in 1949.

Seventy-five percent of ordinands
responding to the survey said they participated
in eucharistic adoration on a regular basis before
entering the seminary, and 73 percent prayed
the rosary. Next closest was attending prayer
group or Bible study, cited by 47 percent.

This Year’s New Priests
‘Rocked’ Many Kinds of Jobs
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