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Holy Trinity Academy

Holy Trinity Catholic Academy in
Whitestone offers academic excellence
coupled with faith formation. 

The academy’s Catholic identity is
reflected in the interactions among all
members of the community, in the service
projects young people embrace, in the
work the students produce, and in a very
visible way throughout the building.
Students’ NYS test scores are competitive
with NYC, but the academy is so much
more than test scores. 

Holy Trinity Catholic Academy is a
Roman Catholic school of excellence that
cares for all students and embraces their
different interests and educational needs.
Graduates bring to the world – and their
communities – not only what they have
learned academically, but also who they
have become as people of service, toler-
ance and integrity. 

“Each June I compliment our gradu-
ates on their successes, and I remind them
that anyone can solve a math problem or
identify the parts of speech,” said Barbara
Kavanagh, academy principal.

“What sets them apart is their faith

formation that allows them to be people
of service, justice, peace, and acceptance.” 

Students are proficient in the core
subjects of ELA, math, science, social
studies, and religion – all supported
through the appropriate use of technolo-
gy.  But what distinguishes Holy Trinity
Catholic Academy is the desire to build
the beauty of hope, confidence, love, and
faith in every student. 

“They learn that who they are inside
and how they treat others far surpasses
any external qualities. This message per-
meates all aspects of our school communi-
ty and prepares our students to be respon-
sible apostles for a civilization of peace,”
Kavanagh said. 

“As principal of Holy Trinity, I
embrace the gifts of each individual stu-
dent, applaud the dedication of our facul-
ty, and am grateful for the generosity and
support of our parent community.”  

New students are always welcome to
join this nurturing, yet rigorous school
community where students grow to their
potential and have a joyful learning expe-
rience. Enrollment is ongoing.

Forming People of Service, Tolerance and Integrity
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School in Jackson
Heights considers its
status as a National
Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence more than
just an honor. It is a
reminder of the true
potential of students
to rise to the chal-
lenges of rigorous edu-
cation and each stu-
dent’s ability to obtain
academic excellence
supported by a teaching staff that’s invest-
ed in seeing them succeed.

The school uses the Common-Core
State Standards, takes N.Y.S. tests in
fourth, sixth, and eighth grades, while also
taking the Terra Nova tests in the fall.
Kindergarten to second graders even take
Terra Nova tests in the spring.

According to alumna Antoniette
Balzano, who works in the school office,
“Children transform into young women
and men who value education and learn to
care for others. They become responsible.”

At the beginning of the day, after
reciting the school’s mission statement,
Principal John Fruner said that students

recite these two phrases:
“I as a student am responsible for my

actions and accept that it takes self-con-
trol, self-reliance, no excuses, no laying
blame on others, and no expecting a free
ride to achieve my academic success;” and
“Scholarship is a lifelong willingness to
learn and the recognition that with knowl-
edge comes moral responsibilities.”

Pre-kindergarten teacher Susanne
May, who is also the mother of two gradu-
ates, tells families who tour her classroom:
“If you are up for the challenge, I invite
you to become part of a 97-year tradition
of education in Jackson Heights! You
won’t be disappointed.”
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