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Cathedral High School
Start on the Path to Careers in Medicine, Law or STEM

Located at 350 East 56th Street
(between First and Second avenues) in
New York City, academic success has been
synonymous with Cathedral High School
since its founding in 1905.

Cathedral has educated generations of
young women to meet their scholastic
potential. In addition to an honors program
and 10 Advanced Placement courses,
Cathedral offers programs in medicine, law
and business, and languages, including
Spanish, Mandarin, American Sign
Language and Latin, as well as electives in
forensic science and drama.

Cathedral is immensely proud of its
Medical Gateways program. Through part-
nerships with New York’s world-class med-
ical community, students have opportuni-
ties to observe medical professionals at
work and to participate in internships
while still in high school. The students
receive first-hand experience in institu-
tions such as Beth Israel and New York
Presbyterian.

In the law program students explore
careers in the legal system and participate
in internships with law firms.  Students

take special classes and participate in the
Mock Trial Competition.

The STEM curriculum includes class-
es and clubs such as robotics, technology
foundation technical drawing and STEAM.

A full complement of extracurricular
activities keeps the career-minded student
body well rounded.  

From clubs such as the marching
band, musical theater and choir to sports
which include basketball, cheerleading,
fencing, soccer, softball, lacrosse, track, vol-
leyball and more.

Cathedral prepares its students for the
world that lies ahead of them. 

The Class of 2018 received over $30
million in college scholarships and grants
and were accepted into schools such as the
University of Notre Dame, University of
Connecticut, New York University and
Northeastern University.  Among the grad-
uates was a New York Times Scholarship
and Questbridge Scholarship recipient.

For more information, contact
Johanna Velez at 212-688-1545 ext. 224 or
jcastex@cathdralhs.org, and visit the school
website at www.cathedralhs.org

INDEPENDENCE, La. (CNS) – St.
Padre Pio, St. Teresa of Kolkata and St.
Michael the Archangel are among the
saints keeping a close watch over students
at Mater Dolorosa School in
Independence, La.

The wall-sized images and their
words adorn the back of every classroom
as part of a multi-phase revitalization
plan for the school by principal Cheryl
Santangelo.

“When I got here last year, July 5, the
building was deplorable,” said Santangelo.
“The carpet was here when my daughter
went to school here (35 years ago).”

Reaching out to friends and church
members, the principal raised $11,500 in
two weeks. An anonymous donor also
contacted her about renovating a class-
room. Santangelo said she chose the com-
puter room because it was “the room that
all students touch.”

She said the room had filthy flooring
and old, faded curtains hung on shower
curtain rods at the windows. It also need-

ed new wiring, which was all done
through donations.

“This is what we came up with,” said
Santangelo as she opened the door to a
large, brightly lit room with cream-col-
ored walls. The room was filled with stu-
dents, working at computer stations but
above them on the ceiling was a huge
image of Mary Queen of Peace looking
down on the students.

“We wanted to start with Mary
because that’s our mother,” said Santangelo.
“She has that peace about her, Our Lady of
Peace, and you can see how the kids react
and respond. I haven’t had any discipline
problems since school started.”

The artwork was painted by R.C.
Davis, a popular Louisiana artist whose
specialty is painting landscapes. It took
him 75 hours, lying on his back to paint
the image of Mary.

“I let them guide me,” said Davis of
the commissioned work. “I try to under-
stand what it is they want. I’m not an
artist that needs to express my opinions or

artistic intent. I like what’s going on here,
the inspiration. I like being a part of this.”

New paint and trim work in each
classroom highlight the museum-quality
artwork. The paintings are featured in a
gold frame and take up an entire wall.
According to Davis, the images in the
lower grades have softer features with
childlike eyes, while those in the upper

grades are more realistic. 
Davis, who has been painting for 40

years, said he studied each of his subjects
before beginning his work so that he
could incorporate that into their likeness.

“It reminds you why we’re here. It’s a
good reminder and it’s great art,” said Liz
Brady, a substitute teacher for eighth
grade in the St. Padre Pio classroom.

Religious Art in Schools Is
Reminder of Catholic Mission
p by Bonny Van

p A painting of St. Michael the Archangel covers the wall of a classroom in Mater
Dolorosa School in Independence, La. Every classroom at the Catholic elementary
school has a full-size religious painting as part of a multi-phase revitalization plan. 
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